Polynesia — Focus on expressive arts

Passeport pour la Francophontie Second level

Overview

With a focus on expressive arts, learners will look at Polynesian tattoo design with the emphasis placed on
symbolism and meaning. Pupils will be introduced to the tattoo and its importance and significance in
Polynesian culture Learners have the option of working from the templates provided for the basis of their
design or from another sources related to Polynesian culture. By following the structure of the lesson each
pupil will arrive at a unique design solution.

The exercise itself will be centred on the visual element of shape. Pupils will learn about geometric and
organic shape, positive and negative shape and symmetry.
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Overview of learning

Possible prior experiences

Watch YouTube video of
traditional Polynesian tattooing
methods.

Polynesian Tattoo feature on
BITV

Research the meaning and
symbolism of shapes and
images in Polynesian tattoos.

Class discussion on
contemporary tattooing and
design, imagery and meaning.

Whole class activity - Create a
board containing as many
different organic and geometric
shapes as possible.

Challenge

As an aspect of discovering Polynesia, learners are required to
explore aspects of Polynesian life and culture.

Learners could
e Research the history of tattooing.
¢ Find out why tattooing has become so popular in
contemporary society.
o Work collaboratively or as individuals to develop their own
Polynesian tattoos based on other animals or figures.

Websites containing historical information, background and visuals:

Tiki Styles - Polynesian symbolism, tattoos and culture
www.tiki-styles.de/

Buzzle — Polynesian Tattoo history
www.buzzle.com/articles/polynesian-tattoo-meanings.html

Tahiti Tatou — The worldwide Polynesian tribal tattoo website
www.tahititatou.com

Tattoo Demon — Information about Polynesian tattoos
www.tattoodemon.com/trad _polynesian.php

Polynesian Tattoo Feature on BITV
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hb_y6hSwlwl

Possible evidence
Observation notes
Success criteria checklist
Photographs of the process
Final outcomes

Evaluation sheets
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