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Definition of ‘Language’ 

• The method of human communication, 
either spoken or written, consisting of the 
use of words in a structured and 
conventional way. 
 

• A system of communication used by a 
particular country or community 
 

Oxford Dictionaries  
 

http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/method
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/human
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/communication
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/write
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/use
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/word
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/structure
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/conventional
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/communication
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/particular
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/community
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Definition of ‘Communication’ 

• The imparting or exchanging of information 
by speaking, writing, or using some other 
medium 

 
• Means of sending or receiving information, 

such as telephone lines or computers 
 

Oxford Dictionaries  
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How do I use languages in my 
everyday job? 

• Communicating – By phone, email, in 
person 

• Travelling to different countries for trade 
missions, conferences and exhibitions 

• Reading documents  
• Interpreting for visitors to Aberdeen 
• Twin Cities and strategic economic links 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Twin Cities: Bulawayo, Zimbabwe; Clermont-Ferrand, France; Gomel, Belarus; Regensburg, Germany; Stavanger, Norway
Economic Cooperation MOUs: Faroes; Western Kazakhstan; Villahermosa/Tabasco, Mexico; Rio, Brazil; St Johns and Halifax, Canada
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The benefits of languages for 
me: -  

• Seeing the world  
• Lifelong friends  
• Sorting out problems, translating for 

family and friends 
• Expanding career opportunities 
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What can languages do for 
you? 
• Can you only be a languages teacher? 
• Event organiser – Offshore Europe 
• Retail buyer – Paris Fashion Week 
• Tour manager 
• Journalist  
• Exporter/Business Development 
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ACC International Trade team 

• 4 people, 3 nationalities, 6 languages 
• 9 target markets: USA, Canada, Brazil, 

Mexico, Norway, Japan, China, Korea, 
Mozambique 

• Hosting visiting delegations, trade 
missions, connecting businesses. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Elaine, Nicolas, Kathryn, David; British, French, Spanish nationalities; 5 languages spoken – English, French, Spanish, German, Portuguese, Russian
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Dongying, China 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Opening ceremony of the Dongying oil and gas conference where Elaine was invited to give a speech about Aberdeen’s energy industry; 
On site in China with KCA Deutag, viewing their rig construction



Aberdeen City Council 

Aberdeen Stavanger Friendship Sail 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Lord Provost sailed into Stavanger Harbour, accompanied by a piper, ahead of Offshore Northern Seas 2014. The friendship sail marked the longstanding friendship and twinning between Aberdeen and Stavanger.
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Civic and diplomatic connections 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Nicolas and David with Mayor Mike Savage of Halifax, Nova Scotia (MOU partner and WECP member); and the Lord Provost in the Town House with the French Ambassador to the UK, His Excellency Bernard Emie. The team hosted 24 international delegations last year.
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Japan Study Tour  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Japan Study Tour 2013 – trying on a kimono before taking part in a community parade in Hirado; an elegantly-translated sign!
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• Sometimes, even with the best language 
skills, you can still feel a bit bemused…! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This was taken at the Dongying oil expo. One soldier with a TV camera, one soldier with a fire extinguisher, I wasn’t entirely sure what this was all about!
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But…. 

• Language Facts - studies show that 
speaking several languages is one of 
the best exercises your brain can get, 
even up to postponing the onset of 
Alzheimer's by 4 to 5 years. 
 

http://www.neurology.org/content/75/19/1726.abstract?sid=63045016-6a3b-4c35-86d2-ea93215d4fde
http://www.neurology.org/content/75/19/1726.abstract?sid=63045016-6a3b-4c35-86d2-ea93215d4fde
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