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A LITTLE

HISTORY

ABOUT OUR

PARTNERSHIP

THE NEED TO

SHOW REAL

IMPACT

WHAT FLAs

USUALLY DO

Why a project
initiative?

The British Council, in partnership with other national foreign agencies,
recruits and selects Foreign Language Assistants (FLLAs) and English Language
Assistants (ELAs) and provides initial ‘technical’ support to the successful
candidates, e.g. information about the country andits education system, what to
expect during the assistantship and how best to prepare themselves for the year
ahead.

SCILT, Scotland’s National Centre for Languages, contributes its expertise
in professional development for language teachers in the form of local and
national conferences, backed by its information service in the form of weekly e-
bulletins, termly newsletters, and the publication of an online journal, the
Scottish Languages Review.

We first collaborated in November 2009 and entered into a formal partnership
agreementa year later. Initially the main focus was on the joint organisation of
the national FLLA training day, with additional support from other bodies such
as Education Scotland, the cultural organisations and local authorities.

However, despite the evident success of the support being given by all parties
concerned we were faced with dwindling numbers of FLLAs. So we decided to
pull our joint expertise in marketing and promotion to raise the profile of FLLAs
and highlight the value they provide. At the FLA induction meetings in late
August and eatly September 2011 we invited FLLAs to consider doing a project.
This booklet highlights the results achieved.

Very often, FLLAs spend a substantial amount of their time helping prepare
senior pupils for their speakingtest. However, FLAs also work with younger
age groups. They might, for example devise an engaging game or other language
activity to reinforce new vocabulary or language structures. Pupils, especially
younger ones, love these. Similarly, cultural activities, usually associated with
traditional festivities of the FLLA country, are very much enjoyed by pupils of all
ages. And lest we forget, FLLAs have to get to grips with the Scottish education
systemin a few weeks - a mammoth task, especially in a time of educational
reform —when teachers themselves sometimes struggle to understand whatitall
means.



MAKING A

REAL

DIFFERENCE

SUPPORTING

THE PROJECT

INITIATIVE

However, obtaining good results in exams is ultimately a short-term
achievementif younger pupils drop languages after the compulsory stage. In
order to change pupils’ deep-rooted beliefs about the (non-)relevance of
languages we need to engage them over a longer period of time.

Every year a small number of FLAs try to implementa project of sotts, i.e. they
go beyond their normal call of duties to produce something that will benefit
their pupils, their teachers or even their community — and in doing so,
inadvertently, they often produce powerful evidence that makes pupils realise
‘languages are for life — not just for oral exams!’.

For example, last year one FLLA got her pupils to produce small articles about
Germany and other German-speaking countries which were from the outset
designed tobe published as a supplement in a rea/ local newspaper. It was a
powerful motivator for the pupils because there was a tangible result at the end
—but having to do research about all the different aspects (language, culture,
economy) made them think more deeply about the relevance of German.
Without question it raised the profile of German (and German-speaking
countries) within the community. Another FLLA helped to prepare her students
for a speaking competition run by the European parliament — which they
subsequently won! But pupils could also see the multilingual nature at the heart
of the European community

Unfortunately to date, most of these efforts have gone unnoticed in the national
press and the FLLA is only rememberedlocally. We wanted to change that by
celebrating what FILAs achieve when they conduct projects — and at the same
time explore how we might be able to think more strategically about the use of
FLAs in our classrooms.

We wanted tolet the FLLA take ownership of the project by starting from their
own interests and skills — although ultimately this had to be in agreement with
their departmentand school. Interested FLLAs were asked to submit a project
proposal signed by their mentor teacher (to ensure it would fit in with
departmental aims) by the October break.

Part of the national training day in November was then devoted to project
management, and we also provided individual feedback on proposals in early
December (by which time one or two FLAs were about to finish their project!)

We held intetim review meetings to check on progtess in January/February and
provided advice (not all projects went to plan or come to fruition—but we DID
expect that, and what we learn from these abortive attempts will form an
important part of how we take the initiative forward)

The aim was for the majority of FLLAs to finish their projects by the end of
March, i.e. before the Easter break, with the added incentive of having their
work showcased as part of Strathclyde University’s ‘Engage with Strathclyde’
week of celebrations on 30 April 2012. There was a bit of a mad rush to get
everything completed in time, but the event was a resounding success.




WHAT HAVE
WE LEARNT

SO FAR?

NEXT STEPS

As you will see from the diverse nature of the projects shown in this booklet
FLAs are incredibly resourceful with diverse skills that can be exploited more
fully as part of a project approach.

The project approach allows FLAs to take greater ownership over their
contribution to the language classroom and provides pupils with a new

dimension to their normal language lessons.

FLAs bring the language wonderfully alive and a carefully designed project also
sends powerful messages about the relevance of languages in the ‘real’” world.

We intend to:
® doadeeperanalysis of the project initiative and publish our findings
* engage more closely with schools who host FLLAs

= explore ways of incorporating projects alongside normal lessons, in
particular with lower year groups

* develop tools that will support schools in getting the most out of a
project-based approach (project templates, support seminars etc.)
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French

Les Villes Francaises
Lolita Berthelin, Netherlee Primary School, East Renfrewshire

Short Description

Aims

Research a French city .
Create a PowerPoint

presentation and a poster .
in groups

Discover more about .
French culture including

food tasting

Enrich pupils’ vocabulary related to En Ville,
through reading, writing and talking
Discover and learn simple facts and features
of life in a French city

Develop an awareness of social, culturaland
geographical aspects of France

= Deliver a brief presentation about thefacts

learned

= Find outaboutand experience French food
* Increase pupils’ curiosity and enjoyment of

French culture and language

Develop pupils’ language skills using
collaborative learning through ICT
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*  Pupils lacked seff - confidence atfirst Theywere convinced
they could not write in French. This project showed them
that theycould achievefar more more than first thought.

Pupils therefore became more confident in French.

*  Studentsdevelopedtheirknowledge of France and leamt
about the differencesinculture and stereotypes.

*  They used their skills and knowledge in other subjectsas
this project was an interdisciplinary.

*  Student feedback shows pupilsenjoyed the project which
increased their fondnessof French. Throughout the project

they became more enthusiastic to learn about French
culture and F[Panl:e.
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= Work with small groups (-6 pupils) and take one group after the other —it is easier
to help pupils individually and to encourage them to writein French

= Give students a guestionnaire to help limit their research
* Ensure that all the material is with the teachers

= Confirm suitability for food tasting due to allergy problems. It is even betterif you
can cook with them.

*  Get pupils actively engaged; ensurethey sharetasks and all pupils are involved in
real team work.

*  Provide students with a document that includes vocabulary they may needand go
over it with them. If students lack self-confidence in French, write some sentences
on the whiteboard with them.

* |t is important to show pupils they CANdo it!!!




Du Théatre en Francais §’il vous plait !

Ingrid Poujol, Airlie & Stracathro Primary Schools, Angus

Short description

+ Adaptation of a poerm and
creation of ascript about
French everyday life.

Tasks
+ Help pupils to be confident
in speaking French.

+ Combine the learning
French with theatre and
drama.

+ Work on pronunciation
while having fun.

Project Journey

Au café restaurant

Page d'écriture
Poem by Jacques

Prévert
O
® December
January
November Workof
Dividingup Pronunciation/
lines/ memorization
October  beginning Of lines
Choiceof  writingthe
the poem/ script
topicof the
script

En route pour

= Aberdeen !

February
Search for

costumes,
scenery/
placement
onthe stage

@

March
Performance
in front of
parents,
other class/
performance
at the
Rencontres
théatralesin
Aberdeen




Impact

*  Pupils’ self-confidence improved.

At first they were worried about «acting
in front of many people! » but once
they realised that acting in French is not
so difficult — and actually quite fun, they
were absolutely involved.

When learning the lines pupils were
completely engaged with the project,
they wanted to act like « real French
people ».

It was a great group experience, the
pupils felt united, they shared ideas and
helped each other.

Ingrid’s Tips

Encourage pupils - show them that they can do it!

Never be afraid to allow pupils to use their natural creativity reasonably,
they will all the more enjoy acting a project they have chosen.

Work individually with each pupil as they learn the lines, so that the
pronounciation is correct.

Explain the meaning of the lines to everyone in the group.
Let pupils create accessories, costumes and decor themselves.

« | enjoyed

« | want to acting in
do it next French! »
year! »

10




C’est les vacances!
Clémence Thibault, St Thomas of Aquin’s High School, Edinburgh

Short Description
» Sketch in French for $1 pupils

Tasks

» Introduce pupils to different
aspects of French culture using
stereotypes

» Help pupils with pronunciation
to help improve their speaking

» Domemory games to help
pupils remember their lines

Project Journey

1=t March :
Performance at
competition:
O Award +
Rehearsal in Congratulations!
front of | &1
1%t rehearsal + class+53
class

creation of
costumes

ontextualisation +
translation

Mid December : audition and
rewriting of the play + casting]




Impact

Pupils got to know more about
France doing something new,
something most of them had
never done before.

They improved their confidence
to speak in front of an audience,
most of them were very shy at
the beginning.

They improved their memory
skills and learnt how to make it
easier to learn lines by heart
through playing games

‘I had a good time with my friends.’

‘It was fun!

‘Do it next year!'

Clémence’s Tips

* Advertise the play as widely as possible.

* Create activities to help pupils with memory
and self-confidence.

* Make every effort to ensure all pupils show up
to every single rehearsal.

* Try to pushthem more and more so that they
can really show off on the day of the play.
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Stefanie Brandly, Webster's High Schoel Kirriemuir, Angus

2%

Get two 52 classes to design and create their ideal school
uniform, inspired by a French designer.

Goals
= Master vocabulary related to clothes,
colours, fabrics and style.

= Get to know an aspect of French culture.

= Outfits were to be presented on a catwalk
at the end.

= Pupils should have fun while learning about
language and culture!

S - hlmypsthu huﬁils b4 "
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ench designers gng
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style.
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to learn the vocab linked to the topic of
uniform faster and with enthousiasm a
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The effort put into French(-sounding) o
LA
pronunciation increazed az they were c:ﬁoﬂ ?:E‘d.'b"“
encouraged to overdo it for the catwalk ?‘uﬁﬂu
commentary (small groups=more confidence)
Fupilz learned about an aspect of French «\Bﬁgzh
culture *“gg\“d‘
dﬂ“m\w"
They enjoyed themselves and will remember
the project (and the French assiztant!) “,ct‘”"d
fondly!!! ae an
¥ v *‘6118““
ot d"‘.‘"

Q'%vrw'ef 2 7;794//

« Be passionnate about your project - it's contagious!

+ Be realistic and adapt to the circumstances but keep up

high expectations to insure a minimum of credibility...

« Get everyone involved: the girls loved the designing and

the boys loved the modelling...

« Displaying and keeping records of the work increases
everyones motivation

+ Don't be too demanding on yourself and have funl
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French Culture Club
Pauline Ursenbach, Jordanhill School, Glasgow

Short Description
* aweekly lunch club for S2 pupils
Tasks

* introduce pupils to different
aspects of French culture, e.g.
Christmas traditions (La Galette
aux Rois), French-speaking
cartoon characters (Lucky Luke,
Tintin), regional dishes (Bredele
d’Alsace, Crépes de la Bretagne,
Oreillettes du Languedoc)

* start an e-twinning (email
correspondence) with pupils in a
French school from my home
region Alsace

March: Because fewer pupils were
able to attend | dedide to stop the
club by the Easter break. H. and 5.
were quite disappointed to know |
had toend the dub and that | won't
be here to open it again next year

My Project Journey:
Highlights a

Ty
End March: We
Feb - Francophaone celebratethe end of
':‘T'W'Ir'lnlng . n e

the culture dub with a
Pupils were amazed

Diec - Christmes in
Blmce: Pupils made
their owmn biscwits;
everything went
@coording to plan.

gined. 1
]mﬂ ot all teachers had
wid their pupits. Wo

ot eight in the
s

5ize.

nd October: Started the French dubat
alloween time by showing ‘The Corpse
Bride’ in French [withEnglishsubtitles

Jan - Galette des Rods:
Prupils enjoyed eating
this cake traditicnally
eaten on & January.
Sroott was supposed to
=0 uneder the table
since he was the
youngest, he was
sunprised by that
tradition and at first
thowght | was making
fun of him

by the rang= of
different charscbers.
They lied that Lucky
Lukoe is & French
character but in an
English spealking
workd, mixing words in
Engfish aned French

special French
breakfast
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The lunch club provided a safe
meeting place for pupilsto socialise —
mast of them were very shy atthe
start

Through their participation inthe
project students became more self-
confident in French, their behaviourin
classimproved also.

They learned about France and its
culture —through a variety of sources,
including theirFrench pen pals

* “The French club was fun and interesting. | would really
like another club next year”. 52 pupil

Pauline’s Tips

* Advertise the club as widely as possible. Go into
classes, create a poster etc.

* Display pupils work so that others might join later

* Adapt your initial plan as necessary in response to
pupil feedback

* Get pupils actively engaged in the tasks and share
roles out evenly — this will help keep them focussed

* Vary your activities and always have an unexpected
little extra to keep pupils guessing and interested




Bonjour la France (Newspaper Project)
Sandrine Tavant, Orkney secondary schools

Short description:
* Pupils from S1-S6 write

articles about France and @]I’faﬁlan
publish them in a local
newspaper supplement.

Tasks:

* Introduce pupils to different
aspect of French culture on
a wide variety of subjects

* Raise pupils’ awareness
about journalism, e.g. how
to create and edit an article

‘th Serving Orkney since 1854

Jun (wk1) Visit the
newspaper offices

! S M) readi;

May (wk3): Final draft
Send articles to the
Editor with an

c organised plan for the
- supplement (8 pages)

o
'. . Apr-May: First draft,
N A proof reading and

feedback in groups

J Feb-Mar: Choice of
P - B topic & research

Nov-Jan: introduction
and analysis of real
newspapers around
the world




Impact

1. Pupils did their own research
Knowledge about France about self-chosen topics and
found out how they are linked

e —————— to France / French language.

Knowledge about journalism
- . e e e 2. Pupils discovered how a real
newspaper works.

Self-confidence 3. Pupils share the knowledge

learnt at school with the public.

« [ am very proud to be published! »
yp P 4. Pupils create a final product

« We learned stuff, but it was fun at that will be sold to the whole
the same time! » Orkney community.

Sandrine’s Tips

» Start early and be well organised so that you can
allow yourself some flexibility and adapt the
activities if necessary.

* Get help and support from staff.

» Keep pupils interested and focused; make them
feel like it is more than just a school project.

* Make pupils feel confident and proud of their
work.




German

* Germany Day *

Short Description
* Onone day, inevery class, students
are encouraged to learn something
about Germany.

Tasks

*  Work closely with members of staff
from other departments.

* Find “something German” in
each subjectinvolved.

* Show students how the German
language and culture is linked to
every subjectthey are learningat
school

Lea Korte, Boroughmuir High School, Edinburgh

My Project Journey:
Highlights and Challenges

Difficult to find suitable date,
especially at the end of
term, due to exams. It might
have been beneficial to do
the Germany Day earlier in
the year (before Christmas
or in January).

Difficult to reach everyone.
Despite lots of ideas and
materials some teachers
thought it would be too
much work. So don’t get
impatient or aim too high,
you might need to be ok with
only some departments
joining in. Important to talk
to people in person, don’t
rely on email.

April:

Be there to help
<he departments
if help is needed

or the teachers. Keep in contact.

vachers are busy people,
so | cortacted Germen Museums, the
Goethe institut and the German consulate
o get materials and €acorations,

The Kunstmuseum Bonn send
brilliant posters of German Expy
thatthe

Artanc Design department
loved and kept after the
project was completed.

a. Finding a date to
suit everyonelld

b. Finding topics that
link the subject to
Germany. L.e.
German foods {HE),
German painters
(Art and Design},
German staries
(Englich), German
inventions and
scientists (Science)

The Gpethe institut supplied
numerous books in

hoth German and English
and the Consulzte was very
Lelpful wath brochures

and decorations

{batloons, flags, maps etc }

Contact members
of staff at Beroughmuir Kigh
Schosl and get thern interasted
and invalved in the praject.

314 May2012
DOIT

@etup early, to put up
decorations. Talk to
everyone and see if
there s anything they
need

During the l2ssons be in
classto give
authenticity 1o the
whaole day. Answer
Guestions and give
information as much as
youcan.

THANK everyone for
their good work and
trustan your idea!




Impact

*  The Germany D'ay gives studentsthe
experience to seeGermanyin their other
subjects. Theyundersand thattheirword is
bigger thantheclazzroom. Theysee
themselves asglobal citizens.

* The Day goeshand in hand with the ideas of
Curriculum for Excellence as subjects get
interconnected and students learn for life.

*  Studentsbroaden their idea of what
Germany is aswellaswhatit meanstobe
Germanand live inGermany. They
experience German culture on an everyday
school day.

Lea’s Tips:

*  Allow plenty of time and be flexible.

* Speak to the teachers in person. Give them support whenever
needed. Make them feel at ease and make sure they don't see the

project day as a burden.

* Do not getdisillusioned when departments don’t want to join in -

take joy from the ones that do!

* Take part in the lessons on the day!

20




VICTORIA RITTMANN
STROMNESS ACADEMY, ORKNEY

“I really enjoyed the
German Christmas box! |
told my mum to buy
Lebkuchen because | liked
them so much!” Aiden, 1T

video exchange
with the
Sportgymnasiym
Chemnitz

Christmas parcel &

1l
'y Y
Christmas parcel exchange
What we did:
« (Gathered information on
One S1-class involved German Christmas traditions
. and compared them to those
« The idea: exchange boxes in Scotland
full of traditional German or
Scottish Christmas items « Collected ideas of what to
with the partner school send (photos, a Santa hat,

. . Christmas crackers
« The aim: raise awareness : =

of the different Christmas Chrl_stmas pudding, CDs,

traditions in Germany and stories, efc.)

Scotland . Wrote Christmas cards
explaining the chosen items,
bought them and sent the
parcel to Chemnitz




-,

_—

Topic:

Your school & home area

Two 51-classes involved

Aim:

Make pupils aware that there
are German speakers out
there, give pupils an
impression of each other's
school life and country side

Video exchange

What we did:

accumulate ideas on what
the pupils wanted to show in
the video

translated ideas into simple
German sentences

took pictures of the most
important sights and places

filmed the pupils and the
different departments in
school

edited the video, made final
changes and sent it to
Chemnitz

Impact:

-

Wy pupils learned about German

Christmas traditions (they could try

out some food samples, listen to
German Christmas songs, etc),
schoal life in Germany and they
were introduced to Chemnitz and
its surrounding area

They made really good friends in
Germany

They got to practice their language
skills in an authentic context

Pupils are very interested in
German culture and language and
are keen tolearn more about it

Victoria's ﬁps:

-

Try to think of possible abstacles
and how to avoid them

Be flexible! (My projects took much
longer than | expected)

Remember: It's supposed to be fun
for you and your pupils! Don't get
too stressed out!

22




.
— ,Nurnberg - Glasgow” A

Carolin Reuster, Hutchesons’ Grammar School, Glasgow

Short Description

« acultural exchange with German
pupils from Glasgow’s twin city
Nirnberg (S5)

Tasks

« finding out about a German city
and different aspects of the
German culture (Food, Festivals,
Sports, Sightseeing, Culture and
Leisure)

» Presenting their hometown

» Email correspondence with German

pupils from Niirnberg
» Workshop with pupils from

Nt Nirnberg GLASGOW
Project Highlights June 2012

: Return

exchangeto
Niirnberg
November 2011
October 2011 WORKSHOP
with pupils from
September 2011 Email Niirnberg
correspondence with
; German pupils

Eggg:fg,’zn%"'z (finding out aboutlife

collecting in Germany)

information on

Nurnberg and

Glasgow

23




Impact

» They met young people from another country and it allowed new friendships to
be formed (are still in contact).
= They improved their German and got more confident in speaking the language.

« They learned about different aspects of German culture—through a variety of
sources, including their German pen pals.

“I liked meeting the German students because if reminded me why we learm
languages: we get to know people from all around the world. [t's not often we
get to directly apply the skills we learm in school in the real world like this.”
(Senior Pupil)

Carolin’s Tips

* |f contact with a partner school is not
established yet, e-twinning might be
a good way. @,

* Always encourage pupils to speak the 3

foreign language. Shyness and lack of eTWl .
self-confidence can be a problem. nn'”g

+ Adapt your initial plan as necessary in
response to pupil feedback.
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S3 German School of Rock
s School, Edinburgh

Jochen Rehm, George Heriot’

Short Description

* Pupilswrite theirown lyricsin
German and compose an
accompanyingsong

Tasks

* Introduce pupils to different
aspects of German musicculture,
e.g. famous bands, important
songs.

* Make pupils more conscious about
song-writing

* Guidethe pupilsinwriting their
own song and lyricsin German

* Increase the pupils’ confidence in
usingthe German language

..compromise!

My Project Journey:
Highlights and Challenges

Organisation is key. “Jamming” rarely
works in this age group. If someone
forgets their instruments you have a

Singing: The age in S3 is a problem.
They’re at the age where singing

could be embarrassing for them, and
there was some resistance off and on |

problem! Anticipate such setbacks in
your schedule. Variable abilities of
the pupils shouldn’t be underestimated

Within the group of
21 pupils everyone
had their own idea
about how the song
should be. It was
hard to find a
consensus. At some
point you have to

out of the class
Ganother raum, to
work with them on the
musie. With the support
of the musicteacher, we
managed to come up with
some original ideas.

we managed to write
our own lyrics in
German! Yeah!

Before Christmas:
S

s for the song

‘April: We finished
the song and

created a cool
rmusic video!

We made it.
Rock’n'Roli!

ecorded it with a small
handheld device. One
pupil affered his help and
gditedthe song on the
computer! That was
greatl We also got some £ S88
band t-shirtsl!
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Impact

* The “school of Rock” project
increased the pupils’ confidence in
usingthe German language in class

*  They learned a lot about Germany
and its musicculture —through a

-_f variety of examples of German bands
y like “Die Toten Hosen™, “Wir sind
4 Helden” and even “Rammstein”.

#ﬁ “,“,5“' *  An opportunity to usethe language in

< 6@1\\0“ a creative and original way
B —

— *  Creation of a final product

“A truly memorable year of German” - 53 Pupil -

Jochen’s Tips

Allow plenty of time and be flexible

Make sure you got support from a musicteacher

Start filming and taking photos from the beginning

Get pupils actively engaged in the tasks and share
roles out evenly — this will help keep them focussed
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Song: Das Auge des Tigers

Svenja Buck, Forfar Academy

Short Description ‘

* Pupils translate a song into
German, play it and perform it at
school.

Tasks

* Introducing the pupils to songs in
German and English songs
translated into German (e.g.

Beatles ,Sie liebt dich®)

* Choosing an English song and
guiding the pupils in translating it

* Assigning a role to every pupil and
rehearsing the song

* Increase the pupil‘s confidence in
singing in German

* Encourage them to perform in
front of an audience

* Audience: (S2 German): Listen
carefully and try to sing along the
second time
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Impact

They pupils worked with enthusiasm and pleasure.
They worked together in a team and helped each other.

Applying the language to a song translation was a challenge
for them they were really proud to have mastered

» They could improve their language skills and knowledge of
German music culture.
They could apply the language in a completely new context.

Project finished with a concert, where the pupil’s proudly
shovsr/]ed what they had learned to fellow students and some
teachers.

VVV

V'V

7 @ My Tips: /r

» Include every single pupil — always! Try to find a
role even for the ones that don‘t play an
instrument and don‘t want to sing either.

»~ Be flexible — sometimes they need more time.
Allow time to experiment with the song.

» Encourage everybody to sing. Like this no one
feels embarrassed.

» Let the pupils decide which song they want to
work on — you will be rewarded with even more
enthusiasm.




Germany — a musical
discovery
Anja Harchen, @

St Margaret's School for Girls and Albyn School, aﬁnberdeen@

ShortDescription

| created and presented a two-day workshop for Advanced
Higher students from four different schools in Aberdeen, based
on the exhibition “Musik+X" organised by the Goethe Institute.

Tasks

During the workshop the students were introduced to current
German music. They were involved in creative tasks. team work,
speaking exercises and in building up new vocabulary.

— listening activities (music-videos)

— speaking activities (opinion, comparison etc.)

— writing activities (writing a short review etc.)

— wvocabulary activities (classify adjectives, pos/neg opinion statements)
— building up specialisedvocabulary (music, genres, style etc.)

— reading activities (tfreasure huntwith posters relating to the topic)
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Impact

The pupils improvedtheir German language skills and gained confidence
speakingthe language.
They learned about German culture in a very interesting and differentway.
They improvedtheirteam working skills and exchanged their experience
whenit comestolanguage learning.

¢

‘It was a fantastic experience. | am curious and motivated to learn
more about German music® (Advanced Higher Student)

Anja’s Tips

* |If you do not have time to develop a
long-term project, try to create a
warkshop instead or a project day.

+ Always encourage pupils to speak the
foreign language. Think of activities that
will get them involved and are fun to

overcome any shyness.
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alian

SOTTOTITOLI

Beatrice Battaglino, George Heriot's School, Edinburgh

Short Description

= Working with a practical application of translation by making subtitles, for Higher
and Advanced Higher students

Task

= Each pupil had a portion of an audiovisual textto translatefrom Italianinto
English. Then they had the chance to turn that into actual subtitles using

professional software and see a very practical, substantial result of their efforts on
the screen.

Objectives

= Learning about the challenges of translation, and about the constraints and
conventions of audiovisual translation

= Learning a new skill [using subtitling software)

= Considering apossible careerpath (not just subtitling but translation in general)

Find = video suitable to the lewel bt

challenging =nough

=+ | chose an episods of an halizn

PREPARATION [ December — February)

comedy seres callsd “Boris”, which is
et wery well known but funmy and

extremely well writben

Transcribe the dizlogees and annota
———pthe script by adding explanations,
cultural znd Enguistic nobes

FIRST PART:theo IV (z pericds)

Dizcuss the challengesof the

specific audiovisual text

A—

We watched the video

with talian subtitles ——

Boode IT rowoomi aned hanee IT dispt installl the
———p Necessary software.. Check that video

format etc. work propery

|

Tilk abouwt the theory behind subtithing:

- Spaces aned time constraints

- Readability and sentence structune
- On-scresn et

- Cultwral referances

- diomatic and colloguia] Enguase=

Hormeoiar:
CANE 5. “dog’,
oolloguial for wery bad
actor)

- REFLECT ON THEIR
FIRST LANGUAGE
How woubd English
express the smme
COneC=pt?

Wie found the
Shalkespearian “ham™
oo Hhe expression
“woodsn”

Cultural references:
U CapeE LUNGO =
slightly watery
esprasso)

— REFLECT OMN THE
SMALL CULTURAL
DMFFERENCES

We decided to use
espressn” Eind
reflected on how some
things ane inevitably
lost in branslation

largon:
MOTORE, PARTITO, ATHINE!
{Ft. “=ngine, starbed, action”,
bt hemre it's the @rmon of & film
sat!]
= TRASLATION I5 NOT JUST
ABDUT LDOKING UPWORDS IN
& DICTIONARY

n the context, the word shoud
b transkted s “camers,
rofiing, action”

|

Idioms and colloguial languaze

Structural differences:
DAKIKI DEL TU {an invitation to ume
the informal form of addness “tu")
=+ REFLECT DN LINGUISTIC
STRUCTURAL DIFFERENCES between
Engzlich and Halian
We wsed “czll me [first name]”
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Students wene asked to work on
transktion of their Z-minutes ssement 2
hecimes {miost of them did so)

—_—

The video, & copy of the software {whichis freewane] and all the necessiry
material wes made svailable on the school ssrver!
| s heoping some students would be interested snoush o install the softwene on

theeiir heoamee compurters aned give it 2 try during the holidays WishPul thinking!!!

SECOND PART: in IT (2 periacs 1

As guestions or doubts came up, we brainstormed possible transiations

and discusesd themi in depth

| =nsured meaning, context and other relevant slements ssch asstyls

were clear

| limitbed my input as msch as possbls, a5 | wanied studsnts to oome up
with the transktions themsshes, and mally ponder their mother

Enguage and what makes transkEtion fithfal

Learn the basic functions of the software
“Subtitle Workshop™

The students worked individually ontheir
allocated teoct, turning the roush transiation
into welkstructured subtitles

—

D to timee restrictions, | decided to put all the parts together and

synchronissd the tithes mysslf.
l OSCAR CEREMONY

We wrappsd wp the projact the following wesk with an “Dscar Ceremony”.
As the actual Dscars had been only two dys befose, it seemed wery fitting!

“Dscars” wene swarded to

thee et strsctusned subtithes,
most “professonal” we of —
the softemrs, snd best

“overall”™ transktion

have been less Fberal

W discussed our nesvits and ondudesd that the
transktion was satisfactory, althowghit could

students” subtitles included, | got both 55
and 56 groups together owver their hunch

-—

Students agresd that the most challenzing zspact ez

The meost intenesting part for them had been

wesingg the softecns

Impact

*  Thestudentsrealised translationissomuch
more thanlooking up wordsina dictionary.

‘fou have to consider context, butalso stye and

naturalness

*  They used to think of translation asa boring

task they have to dofor theirexams, however

with thiz project there wasafunctional

purpose totheirwork. This motivated them

and madethem partially reconsider their

opinions.

*  They learned newvocabulary and idiomsand

practized listening

*  Theydealtwith colleguial and everyday

language, which they wouldn't find in their

textbooks

Beatrice’s Tips

Start early and especially
book IT rooms early

Look up words and
expressions togetherwith
pupils using Internet
dictionaries and Google

Suggest pupils use English
dictionaries and Thesaurus
as well

subtitfes” S5/SE pupils

“It was great, because | had never used transiation for anything other than for marks*
“T'we newver used o program like the one we used, and it wasn't too complicated!™

“The best thing was watching the film at the end, and being able to understand it a lot better with our
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Extended Reading: "lo non ho paura" by Niccolo Ammaniti
Giulia Legato — Holy Rood High School, Edinburgh

Short Description

» Analysis of an Italian bestseller for
S6 pupils

Tasks

= Toimprove the pupils’
understanding and fruition of the
book, by focusing both on
language/grammar and content
(meanings, characters, hook

reviews)
» To write an essay on one topic and Sﬁﬁp‘
to be able to discuss different ¢ DELLB o
aspects of the novel. ﬁﬂlf‘ﬂ A
co > ;‘:‘-——

My Project Journey
(or: how to change your mind in a constructive way)

March: Inclass, we
discussed about the
novel, | gathered the
pupils’ feelings and
opinions and supervised

January-February: Do

research on the nove! {hook
reviews, historical

their essay writing.

Problems: (1) Time:

Students were already hackground, Interviews to
involved in many extra- the au’hlof: etc..| Prepare
5 s . materlal, exercises,
curricular activities d.unng December: | was determined activities.
lunch. (2) Workload: to make the most of my 10 NON HO PAURA
Students feared to be assistantship and to help the B

overloaded. Result: Few students as much as | could,
students showed up s0 My mentor teacher
suggested focusing on an

already existing resource and
improveit. That's when we

Late November/Early came up with the idea of the T
December: | talked to hooklet: “lo non ho paura” is
the teachers inorder io  part of the Advanced Higher
analyzethe problems ttatian course and | felt |
and discuss possible could provide farther
salutions insights so that pupils would
” gaina deeper understanding

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ o Of the novel

October: Started a project called ITALIAN SONG WRITING AND PERFORMING
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Impact and Advantages

Pupilsimproved their Italian language skill=while
enjoying a contemporary best selling nowvel.

Deep and complete understanding of allthe aspects
of the novel: using support material of thiskind can
help the pupils get better resultswhile increasing
their enthusiasm and interest at the same time

A deeper understanding of the novel and active
dizcussion increase self-confidence and critical
thinking

The project canfit into the existing school
programme, but atthe same time it adds further
valuetoit

The booklet is a useful tool for students and teachers, and
makes them enjoy more what they are doing!

Giulia’s Tips

* Beready tochange yourinitial planinresponse to
pupil feedback and project’s success/failure.

* Work on something already existingin order to extend
and/orimproveit.

* Think concretely: make a chronological plan but be
ready to adaptitatany time.

* Encourage the studentsto expresstheirideasina
friendly environment.
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Mandarin

Chinese ‘Great Wall’
Zeng Miqun, Our Lady’s High School, North Lanarkshire

Short Description
* an exhibition of Chinese

language, culture and pupils
works

Tasks

* introduce pupils to different
topics of Chinese language
and culture, e.g. Basic
Mandarin, Chinese tea
culture, Chinese Festivals,
Chinese sports, etc.

» display pupils works on
school walls produced in
Mandarin classes.

My Chinese ‘Great Wall’ Project Journey:
Highlights and Challenges

Mar-Apr 2012: Languege in work and Chinese populer sports -
56 pupils are introduced 1o langlage in work sichas gtsand souvenirs, buying cicthes, travwel and : bn-FebZOIZW
| transport, cities and courntries. Chinese traditionsl sports fike Taij, Five animal exercises, | l=ngusge & Chinese New Year
shuttiecock, table tennisare played 2 lot! Boys love shuttlacock while girls love Taiji. Students wes 56 pupils know more Mandsrin
|| 3mazad to learn five animal axercisas bacsuse it imitates animal’s moves. useful for places fe
s e . restaurant’s, ticket office’s and
hotef’sTheClwleseNewbns

s Activities &
Papermr;.Clmesemds
paper lanterns, New Year

| coffee morning, lunchpizzies
for the Lantern festival were 3
conducted with success
throughout the school. Pupils
could experience the happy

moments and they were
extremely pleased when they
got their ‘Red Bag’ of huck
filled with Chinese sweets after

guage and Chi tes
56 pupils can communicate with basic Mandarin describing themselves. 56 and 52
pupis tasted Chinese tea and were amazed by the teslegves, the teg setand its
ceremony. Some students lowed it while others preferred British tea with milk and
1
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Impact

* The Chinese ‘Great Wall’ project
enhanced pupils language skills
and raised their awareness of
Chinese culture

* The display of pupils works helped
pupils build their confidence and
creativity in learning

» All the related activities emphasize
the focus of Chinese as a modern
language and broaden pupils
vision of the world

* “The Chinese class is great fun. We learnt a lot - not just
language but also about the culture. | like playing Taiji.”
S6 pupil

Miqun’s Tips

Stimulate pupils interest by mixing language and
culture together

Specific tasks, cooperation and competition facilitate
pupils language learning

Get teachers and pupils of other subjects involved in
cross-curricular activities for mutual benefit

Display pupils works as much as possible so that they
have a sense of accomplishment in learning

Display of language and culture in school does help
build pupils knowledge
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Spanish

Spanish culture taster session for S2
Teresa Hernandez, Tynecastle High School, Edinburg

Short Description

* Afternoon ofactivities involving
Spanish cultureasaclosuretoa
Spanish taster course

Tasks

* Designand prepare materials

fora carousel of four cultural
activities

* Carry out one of the activities
and coordinate the others
during the actual event

My Project Journey:
Challenges and Choices

decided to help prepare the final event that 52 pupils were going to hewve at the sdvool tocomplete the Spanish taster course,
The format would be 2 TALK phesa CARDUSEL OF ACTIVITIES. | would be in change of the carowuss

Define CONTENTS ﬂ
Gt people to help me carry ou] | Prepane 2l the necsssny
the sctivities | oher FLALS| materizls | cards, pressntatiogs,

n My project proposs etc]
mentioned thess activitied: 5‘1*5'3 and food wer
- dEﬂa_l‘dEd for
i practical reasons Getting resdy for the actusl svent
“Food —
-z Focws on CULTURE -Celebrities
o z ~Festivals {inchsd=s
-Culture Ganzraphy]
Desizn ENGAGING
I:'-n— =z -Dances
N - [ACTIVITIES
n American too o e Eeiet
o0 wide only Spanich? iz | revise lnguistic
e~ contents)

P - LA
Spanish culture is what

I £
1‘1 hawe immediate - 1
] Enowdades of nzs they already s
now? Stersotypes?
Which ASPECTS OF DUR QULTURE?

comibination: put the
beneotypes in comnbexct and
use what they alnsady
enow s point of departy

Things that are complete
new for pupils?
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Impact

The studentswere immersed in Spanish
culture, listenedto thelanguage and met native
speakers (the FLAS involved).

They practiced a more active way of learning
and worked in teams. Thismeetssomeof the
aimsof the Curriculum of Excellence, such as
Active Learning Approach and Co-Operative
Learning Strategies

The cultural content was a good complem ent to
their language course and helped them seethe
relevance of learning Spanish.

The general structure of the project, and even
the ideas for some activities, could bevery
easily adapted to be used in other schools,
with other age groups or for other languages.

The event could be integrated as part of the
Spanish taster course and become an annual
event.

Teresa’s Tips

* Try to get to know the students before the actual

event

* Pilot the activities with other students

* Be very organised and time-conscious

* On the day of the event you will be very busy, so
try to plan all the details in advance: who will take
pictures, how much time you will give for each
task, how you will explain the activities, etc.

38




Spanish Cuisine for Beginners

Nuria Frias, Notre Dame High School, Greenock

* Short Description

* Cooking program by Higher pupils

«  Tasks

* Introduce pupilsto the vocabulary of
cooking (ingredients, preparation of a dish)
and also to the cultural background behind a
Christmastraditional pastry (Roscon de
Reyes)

* Carryouta cooking program where the
pastry will be baked by some pupilswhile
others will give cultural information on it.

* Assigneach pupilarole either related to
cooking (cooks) orto the TV world
(cameramen, editors, guests, scriptwriters).

My Project Journey:
Highlights and Challenges

MNowv-Del: Due to
strikes and bad
weather The
kitchen i= booked
for the 14% and
1'm ot sure we'll

be ready by then! End March: We

Preparing thres
different diches
was too much
considering we ~
will only be able EV

to book the

OEM:WE

finally filmed our
cooking program!
| We spent a very

kitchen for ane End Movember: STy DUsy morning inthe
day sowe crew came tofilmus  Kitchen but at |east lanuary: We stopped
decided to cook soweappearedon  We had asliceof the project 2= pupis
ust one dish the news! Although  freshly hememade had therr speaking tests
wewere ina humy Roscon de Reyes. coming wp. Luckily the
those days, | think programime onby
smﬁh:;ﬁ th2 2 theyfelt proudto be needed to be edited.
rozam ant szesa  involvedand willing
with the pupils to achievethelast
which dishes they step.
were zoing to
prepane.
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Impact

The project made studentswork asa
group.

Project covered the cooking topic which
is notincluded in the Higherlesson plan.

Students learned about Spanish

-

ﬁ--

_..ff;tﬁ “%f N traditions at the feast of Epiphany
13‘&“‘%--" . Structure may influence further projects
f with different festivities, such as Easter.

“The project was worthwhile because it helped to
develop our skills in the Spanish language and gave
us further knowledge about Spanish culture. It was
a very fun and active experience!” S6 pupil

Nuria’s Tips
Number of pupils can be around 10-15.

Give each pupil a role so they really feel part of it as what
they do makes the whole project work.

Anticipate setbacks, the project will only take a month
but start in around October-November so there is enough
time in case there are assessments, hurricanes or strikes
going on!

If other departments are required in order to achieve
your project (e.g. Home Economics) be sure to resource
all you need from them as soon as possible (booking of a
classroom, materials etc).
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